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mission, as well as impossible in the context. Thus, for example, 
under "Consolidations of 1898-1900" the report of the Commis- 
sion states, of the absorption by the New York Central of the 
Lake Shore road, that these consolidations "have since been fol- 
lowed by the acquisition of the New York, Lake Erie and West- 
ern," etc. There is obviously some slip here. The veriest tyro 
must be aware that the old Erie railroad was not absorbed by 
the New York Central between 1898 and 1900. It is still, in 
1903, an active factor in trunk-line business, despite its age, its 
infirmities, and the iniquities of its youth. It is perfectly clear, 
— and the critic acknowledges it in an obscure foot note — that 
this reference was to the Lake Erie and Western, a small rail- 
road, which was controlled by the Lake Shore until formally 
taken over. Yet the critic takes advantage of this error in 
proof-reading and seeks to cast ridicule upon the Report of the 
Commission, charging it with having solemnly announced the 
absorption of the Erie system by the New York Central as an 
important event in railway history. 

The foregoing is a typical example. Similar ones run through 
forty pages of the Political Science Quarterly. Whether the 
issue turns upon the technical question of the precise affiliation 
of the Pennsylvania to the Western New York & Pennsylvania, — 
that is to say, whether this is a case of consolidation by lease or 
by stock control, when the Pennsylvania, which owned nearly all 
of the stock, then leased its own property to itself, retaining its 
own stockholdings at the same time, — or whether 40-ton hopper 
cars are "necessarily made of pressed steel or not," the method 
and spirit of the criticism are the same. 

The painstaking proof-reading to which the former editor of 
the Railway World has sedulously subjected this report has been 
carefully checked. The net result may not be without interest. 
Eliminating the alleged or "intimated" errors about consolida- 
tions, in progress at the time of writing but not yet completed 
or made available by authentic publication, the subjoined table 
of errata represents the result. 1 

1 ERRATA. 

Page 275, line 13. The figures refer not to the entire Illinois Central Rail- 
road, but only to its Yazoo and Mississippi Valley division. 



